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©3MMmomgdol  Lobamggdmme  Jogmomgdl: ,.3semgmgmagoymo  bodbgdol
dobgegom, Mmgmmag gdbdgoogool Fggho 3. 3obzemodgomo gobdsm@egl,
©3bodpgomgdom dbmmme 0dob ®gds Tgodamgds, MmI FodFgms X L.
dgmmyg bsbggzsmbdy s@Mobogmo o 7bs ogmb ©s sdi XI L. ggosbogmo.
035by  8obbogymMgoom  Joymomgdl  sbo-bL  Imbsbymmos,  HmIgmmo

« 44

300mFgHEH0mMmgabos”.

my39b Fomsdgomds msdoomymo FamFgmol Tgbfagmmol dmemm g@e3by
80dmmdge dmbsb®gds, HmI FomFgmo mogosdomggmswm bbgs sgomol ogm
Boogdyamo s ob magfdobos gommMgol gzangbool sgg00l ©mmb, g.0. 333mmggtol
dobgeg0m, SOMYBIMOITmYMo bsbol dmemm 3gmomob, bsgsMsyomo, &G
139390M©g0s: ,,gnMomgds Pbos gsdsbgomoglh 0d goMydmgdsdy, MmI
BomFgmo 35063830063 Mmagol sgomsl 8@ Bsbl Bsbdymo ©s ob Bggbo
3065700 sM 3 BadMmob 8g900b MM Yo P3o3doMogdmogl“.*

®08§30bos gommgol g3amgbool gobbsbomggmo masdoomymo Fomfgmo
my3ob  Fomodgomol Fgdwmgg BM® ©g30sM0sbTs ©S oI ©gsmIs
FgobFogamgl.  I33emggmgdds  dogmoomgh  FodFgmol  s@gomIgdemgmds,
©adbobgamgl  dobo  doMomowo  Egdbogy®o  Jsbsbosmgdamgdo, gsdmmgggl

B Joaasdgomo, dgeo gsgs8o, 83. 79.
* 0gag-
0J39-
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Ambsdbmgds, mmI FomFgms @odmol omdTgbgdemmdol 3gMomel, g.o. domo
©833003900m, IX-X bsygybggdlb, dogzgmgbgds ©s Imo@obgb  &gdb@ob
©3bbEgogmo  Fsgombgs: ,,93amgbool  bedbM. gsbsol ©ob. Foogbmob
F99m®Bgbomos sMFgbogMo am®Iol ggo, ®-bgoss 93emgboolb mebsommymo,
SbmImsgmymom  Igbdymgdymo, ©sds®ogdgdymo, mmbbEmodmbosbo
Homfgmass: y(gac)m, I(gofgoc)ab b(y)en(o)os glomMa)o @mgbs ()b 3(s)
bgombg(obsl)s®.4

008Fd0bos  gomMgol  gzgamgbool  gobbsboemggmo  ms3osmymo
FomPgms  sgomdg 2023 Faob 14 ogmobl  Fgzobfagmg.t”  J3gdmo
fomImgoggb FomdFgmol og3ogdoydm 3ydeozsEosbs ©s dobo ob@m®oym-
FgommmnIgmobgmdomo FgbFagamol doMomsw Tgwoggagdb.

08630530M39ms© dmgo@eb: 1. FomFgmol @gdbogn® smFgmoammost; 2.
FomFgmob gm@mb; 3. FomFgmol 3omgmgmozgonm 3omb; 4. dobo GgdbEob
350dmbsfgmb, ©gbolb IMoxyE b sE30m; s 5. FomFamol Bgdgya Fegombgab.

Pomfgmo  8dmzggmomos mobgymbs  dmygobommool  dmTogm-
dmbo®obgmm bodo Jgob gomsbg, ®mIgmog g3emgbool bodbMgmo ggomol
©sbogmgm Imbogggmol bsgoboom Fymodsdo, @sds®mdo Tgbsgmmgmo oMol
©omdMb  sbammb, 3gomol ibogmgm Joowsb 83 1LI-ob ©sTmmydom,
053530080 250 b3-0ob Lodsmagbgs Bswadymmo. Jgob goemol bmdgdos: bogseby
— 52 b3, boenm bodsmeng — 46 13. BgdbBob bogmomm gsmomodo 31,5X25,5
b3-0o. FodFgmo mob LE®ogmbl Tgoisegh. Ggdb@o  sbmImogmymo
©8dFgmmmoom oMol godmigdymo. Fomfgdol yggmedy domomo ©o
939mby @odomo sbm-608bg00l bmIgdos: 111 bLEHodmbols Igmmby gMmoxgds
b (3) — 3,8 b3 s I LE®mogmbol dgbymyg gmoxgds G (») — 2,0 1LI. FomFgMmsdo
Jomasgdo bLEmMmo gobogo bsbos godmygbgdymo. @gdb@do gebiggmommdob
603dbgdo oM ggbgwgds. Mddgbody gMmogzgdsl uydydo gsdmbsdymmo
3007mF9mEH0mmgbgds sbsbosmgdl. Mog Tgdmbggggddo, omzgnmo bodygob
99doggbgmo gMmamgdgdo gmmIsbgmobsgsb Lszdemo ©owo 0b@gmgomom
oMol sdmmgdymo. gMmoggdgoo  mgomdobsisgdoo  dgomg  Lom®dgdbys
Bo339m0mo. M8d0gbody gmoxgds, Jgob Dgosdo®molb gosggmobs s 8@3gEob
853m, bafoammomog oMol ozomgyamo.

% (bogds) ms36d0bs gombgol ggogbos, ag. 357.

Y GomPgmody 0hBomdodo obdomgds godofogb Bgdds ygmaomds LEnwogb@gdds:
M Jgmanmgds gogs 30d0sdz0amds, Mede® @ggMedgd s obs FYMEbgebodyd,
obmgobsi dom Foemmdsl Jmgoblbgbgo.
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1. .0..0. 15 bLDHAT
2. T10°NMLC
3. &L bGPk
4. 1LLT

»0(380@)m, B(g0Fgoc)gb b(p)a(0)os | 3(0m®da)o @@gbs | 3(2)b 3(9b)3(0)-
ob(g)|ob(s)bs”.

Go&oMmgdgmo FomFgmol 3samgmg®ogoymo sbsmmobo sBggbgdl, ®mI
®9037m3d doMmbaggamol dog™ dobo JOmbmemmgool Tgbobgd gedmmgddymo
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dmbsbmgds, oMbgdomem, LHmMos ©o Fodfgds, 3omgmgmoxgoymo
dmbs399900b gomgemobFobgdom, X-XI baygnbygdlb dogznmgbgds.

00 bogdomm gmEgmo, m®obfmosbo  JOmbmammgoymo  Imbozggmol
©5305Mm3g908d0 ©sbdoMmgdsl ggofggb bgdmm Jomgdymo wsbzgbs, ™I
0035306 gommgol  g3amgbos, MmImol  3gogmdys gobbsbomggmmo
FomFgmss 0dmgggmomo, 1026 Fgmlb ogm oggdymo. odgosb, oMggggs, MmI
GomFgmob Jggos JOmbmanmgoy® bemgs®lb 1026 Fgmo FomImawggbl. bmemm
0y o 033bs3 3ogomgsamobfobgom, HmA FomFgmal, dobo 3ommgmgmoxgoymo
dmbogdgool dobgogom, XI bsygnbgdy ymdm dmggzosbm 3gMomol gg®
30383993690, 38306 godmol, MmmA ob 86 PIPsemme Megfdobos gommgol
93gbool 83900b @Omom, g.0. 1026 Fmom, b 3owgg, GedMmol sg3900sb XI
baygnbolb dofFymHymedog JHmbmmmgoymo dmbszzgmom, g.0. 1020-1090-0860
Fangoom moMmomogoes.

bagombol IgbFagamol dmEgdynm 9@ e3dy, BEM® ©y3sm0sbobs s Medsd
©35emob Jbgogbow, JxBO™ 03 sSHMOboggh gobMgoo, HMI Fomfg®e mogfdobos
80mMgol  g3emgbool  8g3goolb  ®mebsommymo PYows ogmb. Jgbodsdobsw,
GomFgmolb GodMmol sbmmswoggbomo JHmbmmmgool gsmgsmobFobgoom,
1026 (?) famoo gomsmomyo.

GomBgmo  Loggomgdgmo Tobos®bol Ggdbdlb Tgogegh. FomFgmsdo dobo
399089bmgdo ggemgdom J0dsmmoggb Pasmb s Igbmbmggb, MmI ,,omgbs dsb
39b30mbgobsobs®, g.0. Igmmgo dmbgmol @mmb, 30bdg gommMgol byyeno FgofFysmmmb.

bodfgbome,  Fodfgmsdo  dmbbgbogoyamo  gomMgol  gobomdob
©30g9bs, Tgbododobo dmbsgdgdol 7Jmbemmaol godm, ggd byMboygods.
Fgbsdsdobo, xgMmxIMMI0m, ©sYEZgbgamos, oy o 35300 3Jmbos dsb,
9Poo Fbmog, megfdobos gommgol g3mgbosbmeb, bmmm, Jgmmg dbMog,
03 93mgbool gEo@mmgdmob — dgxg 3goMmogg HI-bs ©o dggg Ladmabmsb.
30Ms  ddobs,  xgMxIMMd0m, 8sYM33939mos  obog, BosMoymo  ogm
0y 9Ms Famfg®oTo dmblbgbgdymo gomMmgo mogfdobos gommgol gzamgbool
0d9gbg0mmd0l 3Mm3gbdo s MS MMM MedsTMIs 0go 83 baddgdo.

©Mgobsmgol  ©s0gx0mgdom Ibmmmo o0dol mdds dgdodemos, ™I
GomFgmsdo  Jmbbgbogdyamo gomigo msgobo  ©Mmol  3609gbgemmgsobo
Amm3sfy 0gm ©s HmgmME 3989g0msb — 3gomogg II-bs @ bsdemobmasb, oby
o0 30gM 88909 0gFd0bws gomMgol gzamgbosbmob mmgsbyamo gogdomo
3Jmbws. bbgs 9gdmbgggsdo, gommgol baggomgdgm FomFgmob 3obgm-3gmgmol
39%89900L JEo@mdmoomn smIgbgdymo Gedmolb 3gogmbdy, mebsg, g3mgbool
9OH-gm® y3gmsbg mgombsBobm segomsl, Igbobgmgmo 3omob dmdoxbsggw,
70MIMME M 5dm3ggmobgb.
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IX. dggemo gogobolb 1026 Fmol FomdTgms ©s @s®d3bmgsbols
3™JoBgddn®ymo gmI3demgdbol obGm®oymo 360dgbgemmds.

B3gb 7339 gbobgm Dbgdmm, ®mI mogfdobos gomMgol gizmmglbos
©3MOsbmMgsabol oM IJBgd@ntmo  3mI3amgdbol  mégsbyem  bafoenl
Fomamoggbl. Tgbododobow, bGHYYmgdom @bowos obog, ®GmI  Godmob
0md9gbgdmmdol  Logombgdol  goM33930  ©IMISbmMgsbol  3mI3emgdbol
ob@m®moym  360d3bgmmmosbmob  ©egegdomgdymo  dmgogmmo  Lagombol

35080939@0b Lodyomgosbsi ggademgsb.
©3MO3dMZabol s JEgdEncymo 3md3emgdlol obEmmoyem 3bodgbgemmosby

30M3gmo© ©d30m dYLbgemodzoamds gosdsbgoms yymoomgds. 333tmggemas
3593dmmggs ImbsdbMgdes, HmA dggmo gogsbo dggmmaw 3bodgbgemmgsbo ob@mmoymo
396d@0 Pboo gmxgomogm ©@o 89 JmbsdMgdol ©sbabodymgdgm gHm-ghom
0Mg9dgb@ow dggmo gogsbol Josdmyddo &m3mbod ,,smdsbmgabol“ smbgomdol
38J&0 Imobdm: ,,bma. dggmo gagsbo Pgdzgmo 360d3bgammgsebo 33bd@o Hbws
gmoxomogm dggmaew. sdsb dmfdmolb od @o@ymo dggmo ob@m®oymo bsdmgdo
(6sbmazEmsMydo, sMbgdo, 3MT3g00, SEMIBIMOOIMYMo ©d YBO™ g300bogamo
93em9b0goo0.  83obbagymMgdom  dg@yggmos  bosdobme  3bmoogmo ,3035b0b
G9B®3mbdo”, dmIgamoi VI L-om msMmomogds) ©s 83Mgm3g G&m3mbodogs
(,0008bMdMO®, ,,MOSbMZsbo“) .

©3300  dPbbgmodgzomol  Jgdogg  ©@IMISbmMZobol s JEgd&nymo
3m33amgdbol obEmMmoymo 360dgbgammool bagombl mggeb Fomsdgzomo
Fggbm. 333eggoMIs 53 3MmI3emgdbol bodbgmm ©sbodbymgdosby gesdsbgoms
guHomgds s 3sdmmgge ImbsbMmgds, MmI smOsbmgsbo dggamo gogsbob,
Mmgmdg 36093bgammgobo obGmmoymo 3Pbd@ol, megsEgomo bobEgdol
00mmgl FomImomggbose ©o @obobmgdsl 3ogaobombol Jgool dbMowsob
dmBogomo Lagmmbobogob 0(303®s: ,,8MISbMZsbo... gogsbol Mog3d(330m0
LobEgdolb doMmomo dommgl FomImoaggbws ©d 030 339Be3©s bymdowasb

« 49

30dmbobgmgmb, boowsbss yggmsbg dg@ o ogm dmbsmmmobgamo bogmmby“.

dggemo0 gogsbol 1026 Gamol FomFgme sbomo, 8gJsdwg 9Ebmoo 0bgm®masgoom
030mgdlb Bggbl mbsl ©sMmdsbmgsbol sMJodgddacymo 3ma3amgdbol
ob@mmoymo 360dgbgammdol Tgbobgd. dbgoggmmosdo dadsb FomFgmedo
©3GYmo  3bmds, MmMI  EIMISHMZObol  sMJodgdEHndym  3mI3mgdubdo

# Fybbgmodzomo, ,,30bgm-3ggmol 3mmo@ogymo ggmamogool bsgombgdo XII-
XII boygnbggdodo“, a3. 84-85.
¥ Joasdgomo, dggeo gsgs8o, 83. 80.
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9990350 183§d0bos gommgol gzemgbos Hdnsmme 3obgm-3gmgmol Igxggdol
— 3300039 [II-0bs ©s LE3MWL JEHOGHMMHMO0M 0gm 88907Yo.

dggmo gogsbol Fomfgmol 83 3bmd0©sb mmgogymem gsdmaobsmgmdl
©obggbs, Mm3 1020-0060 Fangdobsmgol ®ogfdobos gommgol gzemgbosas
©8 ©MOsMZgabol sMJodgddatymo 3mI3mgdboi gebgm-3gdgmols dgazgms
bagnoMgosh Fomdmowmggbos ob gowgg, gobdg Lbgs bgbom®mb, gmdzsm,
MHmIgemodg bLagdobzm3mbm bogos®bs my dmbsbdgmb, g3nmgbmws, mmmbo
3sbdy 30@M®Mbagl badgam oMo sbmM(30gmgd©s.

LsdFgbodmE, mgobsmgol, Tgbsedsdobo Jsbommol YJmbemmadol godm, s
9990dmo0, 3md3s, 07 Hm@ob smIMRbs EsMdISbmgsbol sMJodgdd&ydygmo
3m33amgdlbo Ladgmm 380l bsgneMYdsdo ob dobo 3s@GMmmbagzgol J3gd — 3sbgo-
39Mgmol  8ogm®0bgdymo  bsbgemdfogmlb Bsdmysmodgool Tgdwogg oy
IBOM sMY, X9 3ogs 00 MHML, Mmogbsg dggem gogodbdy 3gdgmobs s
0gbsdbms badgymygool 07MoLEJE0d IMEIMOIOMES. 3oMES 8doby, Loagombol
FgbFagamol Imgdyem g@od3dy, oM@ 0dob mdds Fgdodmos, oy Mo §ybdios
930LMgOMES E8MISHMZsbol 3MA3amgdLl  gsbgm-3gmgmol Ladggm  gsmob
ob 30@gg, 3ggmobs oy sx3bsbms Igxiggdol Jogd FomImgdyem bsdbgomm-
0d0bobEMmsiogm, bogsdmm-g3mbmdogy® oy  bsggmgbom-3gmEydym
3Mm0303600.

dogbgoogom  0dobs, gmggmggzs®  933asmgdgs, MmI  ©sMOSHMZobol
sMmJoBgd®ydymo  3mI3mgdbo  3ebgm-3gMmgmol  bodgxgmlb  bmgmgdsdo
30dm®Bgym Mmmb sbmymgdws. bbgs Tgdmbgggedo, omg gl 3md3mgdLbo
0mImBbgdms Ladgmm oMol bagnm™yosdo oy 3sGMmmbozol Jggd s oM
3obgm-3gMgmol 3939900 008900bgb 3mI3amgdlol gemagmgddo megfdobos
30mMgolb 93emgbosb.

300sbowady, dggamo gogsbol 1026 Fanol FodFgmol  ©obdosmgoom,
©80b©g0s, ®™mI 1020-0060 Fangdobsmgolb @s@dIsbmgsbol s Jodgd@adymmo
3m33mgdbo gobgm-3gmgmol bodgam oMol bogym®gdsh Fomdmswggbos o6
dobo 39@mmbogol J3gd ogm ©s Jggybol gbmgmgdsdo 360dgbgammgsb Mmenl

SbmEYOs.
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d3amdbobos (3odmg.), Fodmssmdbybgoo = semobsbos (godme.), godmssmdbyhgoo, sbbpmgsbo
Js90069, Js60l bmghyds, mdomobo, 2008.

0065390 (39dm3.), J6bgmol olbgmbozyeo dogegdol Bs6696980 = o. deMbaggmo (gedme.),
3obgmols olbgmboyeo dggegdol 696696980, ®doemobo, 1961.

00Mbsggemo, ,,30bgmol dmgogmmo g3ogmogozgmo dggmo* = . doMboggmo, ,,3sbgmob
Dmgogmmo gdogmogognmo dggmo®, Jsbmyeo bgomgbydol olbgmbools oblgogygol XII
bs896096 bgbos, dmbligbgdsms mg8oligdo s dydsmdols g93ds, mdomobo, 1957, ag. 8.

03J®odg — dmemgdgady (30dmg.), bsfsbmggemlb bsbgedbogm dy8gadols Js6m 0 9308639303900
d9309B0b  gogoemgo = o. dogdMmaodg, L. dmendgedg (809m@a.), bsfsbmggemlb bsbgpdbogm
3989390l Js60 900 930865503700 d9gegdol gogsemgo, ®mdoeobo, 1953.

®935603g30m0 ©s Ubg., J9698900 ™bgswgdo Tys bogzabggdol = ©. oydsbodzomo, b.
bogmodgomo, ©. bmd@emos, dd9698900 ™bgswgdo Tys bspza69930L bsgsbmggemo,
mdomobo, 2012.

mmdngdoqgsbody (3edma.), dogosby Jsbmpolbse = 3. cmm®mdogsbody (g30dm@g.), dogosby
Jobmpobse, Jobmeol bmghgds, mdowobo, 2008.

ammdngogsbody (39dma.), bpddsg ©sg0m0l dg = commogdogsbody (3edm.), byddsg @sgomol
dg, gbmbgBse s b498se sgbsgmbosbmse, Jsbmeol bmghgds, mdowobo, 2008.

amm®ngdoqgsbody, ,,obsmo ggmesmy®o badmegmmgdol FosmImddbs“ = 3. mmmmgogsbody,
»8b3m0 BIMEsM M0 Lodmagmmgdol FomImddbs“, bsfsbmggemlb obgmbool 6565393980,
&m3o 1L, bofsboggem 1V-X bsygn699380, mdoemobo, 1973, gg. 372-506.

dodoydady, Tyo boggy69980L 30bgomol 930868304900 dagegdol gbmdhogo msgolbydyhgdsbo
= 3. Jdodsndedy, ,dno baygnbggdol gobgmolb gdogMogogymo dggmgdolb gbmdmogo
®830b9d7MYd0b0%, Jrms0b0ol 0008 Jé3Js83d0b bLsbgemB0b bsxst6m Bodpommygzol 69006y e0,
XIII, gyosobo, 2021, gg. 125-134.

d7bbgemodgomo, ,,35bgm-39Mgmol  3mmo@ogu®o  ggmgmogool  bagombgdo  XII-XIII
boygnbggddo“ = . dPbbgemodgzomo, ,,30bgm-3gMgmol  3mmo@ogymo  ggmamogool
bogombgdo XII-XTIT boygnbggddo®, bodsbmggeml obgmboyeo ggmabsaool 69800, 1T
(1967), gg. 55-130.

303793300, ,39Mgm0b obBMm®ool bsgombgdo® = o. 383ysdgzomo, J9hgmol olbymbool
bsgombydo, 6564898980 bmyospyh-ggmbmdoyto ©s 3mpeorgogg6o olbymboosb (Pdsgeglbo
©6mo©sb XII bs3435600 1 dgmmbgosdog), ®domobo, 1970.

(Jbg) 353300 = am. Joemsdz0o, ,,3535b0%, JsbPE0 bsdFMms gbrog0M39©0s, 2, mdoemobo, 1977, ag. 623.

(JaB®) 3538bo = ,,303500%, Jobmpol 3bmghydols gm3msbgmomgoybo pgfbogmbo, s3&mMgodo: g.
353yMgamody, ©. dobom®msdgomo, b. dMsggsdy, 3. 3gogedg (mdommobo, 2013), gg. 130-132.

Joemodgoemo, d3gc0 gsgs8o = . Fowsdgzomo, dsgeo gsgs80 (0bgmboye-s6J9memgoyho
839m330939), ®dogmobo, 1975.

(L) 3535b0 = . FJodTz0mo0, 3. 350, 3838bo, bogeMmggmm, 9bzozmm3gwoos, 1, mdoamobo,
1997, g3. 532.
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LgdbxLLA) J30b dgge. gmbEo, bsoby. sgmsho #2 = bads@mggmmlb gmmgbymo Iybgydob
bodmb 3068308l bsbganmdol bLobgmmdFogm 31mbgydo, Jgob dgaamgdol gmboo, baoggb@osmm
©83MM0 #2.

(Logds) sbsenbmaggemo = g. s3Mabody, 3. 3obodyg, an. dmFmbganody, ,,obsanbmaggamo®, befsbmgg-
0mb obgmboobs ©s 307006 dggems smbyboemds, 1-1, gnoxssbol, ogemaEolbystml,
983600 I9borodseorgsgdo, mdowmobo, 2013, gg. 353-354.

(Logds) mo3Fd0bos gomMmgolb g3amgbos = . ©ggEsM0sbo, . gsmo, ,,msegFdobos gommgol
93gbod", bsfsbmggeml olbgmboobs ©s gpegaool dggoms s@bgboemds, 1-1, gnbixssbol,
©9©R0lbEYsHML, yg8600l Jyb05035008918980 (®doobo, 2013), ag. 355-358.

YyounamBuiau, Apxumexkmypa Kaxemuu = 1. YyOunawsunum, Apxumexmypa Kaxemuu,
HUccnedosanue pazeumus apxumexmypvi 6 gocmounou nposunyuu 1 pysuu 6 IV-XVIII exax,
Toumucu, 1959.

3m®bgamo 3939eodob Lobgemmdol
badommggmmb bgambsfgmms gmmgbymo 396@mo
temojojua2008@gmail.com

THE 1026-YEAR-OLD CONSTRUCTION INSCRIPTION
OF THE CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE OF OLD GAVAZI,
MENTIONING THE KINGS OF KAKHETI-HERETI -
KVIRIKE III THE GREAT AND SAHLA

(SUMMARY)

I. The main goal of the work is to study and publish the lapidary inscrip-
tion preserved under number 524 in the fund of stone monuments of the Simon
Janashia State Museum (Georgian National Museum). The inscription was dis-
covered on the territory of one of the oldest and most important settlements of the
historical Hereti province — Old Gavazi, and therefore, I will refer to it as the Old
Gavazi inscription.

II. Four main opinions have been expressed in the scientific literature about
the Old Gavazi inscription so far:

1. Giorgi Chubinashvili was the first among researchers to see the inscription,
approximately in 1919. At that time, the inscription was taken from the ruins of the
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Nabazrevi church in one of the districts of ancient Gavazi (Teimuraz Barnaveli).

2. The inscription reads as follows: ,,Jm®mbogmbo egm bdg (1025 §.). gHobdg
0©0©g J... g ©s bagamse 8dob gzamgbool 839gbgdgmmbo. s demmggamo domo
o 0 (?) [dg0Fgomg], 8306; 08 0mobg goams@[mbo] [dgoFysamg]!“ (Choronikon
was sme (=1025). Christ, praise M... le and Savla, the builders of this church. And
[have mercy]| who prays for them, amen; and [have mercy on] loane the builder!
(Teimuraz Barnaveli).

3. According to the inscription, the church named in its text was built in 1025,
by a Georgian architect unknown in other sources — loane the builder, under the
patronage of unidentified persons — “M... le” and “Savla” (Teimuraz Barnaveli).

4. It has not yet been possible to identify and study a church in the Nabazrevi,
also known as Nabazrali, district. Nevertheless, it is conceivable that the church
named in the inscription was an important monument (Levan Chilashvili).

III. A thorough examination of the ancient Gavazi inscription enables me both
to refine the interpretations proposed by earlier researchers and to introduce sev-
eral new perspectives.

1. The inscription belonged not to the unidentified church in the Nabazrevi
district, but rather to the Tavtsminda Giorgi Church located in a completely differ-
ent district of Old Gavazi — Darbazovani, and was brought to the museum in 1957
from the ruins of this church.

2. The inscription reads as follows: ,,J®(mbo)3(m)bo ogm bdg (1026 §.).

J(®0b@)g, 5(@0)@(gb) | 3(9)x(gbo) — 3{3M03}g o badaase, s8ob glaagboobs
3{5}8{9}6{9}0gmbo ©s de(m)3gemo ()0 @(Igc)0d(s)b (gofyocm)[9b],
| 9(89)b. @5 0(mgs)bg gom(s)@(m)[bo] [(goFyomyg)b]“ (Choronikon was smv
(=1026). Christ, praise the kings — Kvirike and Sahla, the builders of this church.
And [have mercy] who prays for them, amen; and [have mercy on] lovane the
builder!).

3. From a new reading of the inscription, we learn that the Church of Tavts-
minda Giorgi was built in 1026 by Iovane the builder under the patronage of
Kvirike III the Great, the king of Kakheti-Herety, and his co-regent son King
Sahla, a historical person unknown in other written sources.

I'V. In the work, in addition to the issues discussed above, the following issues
were studied from a historical and source-scientific perspective:

1. Some episodes of the life and work of historical figures mentioned in the an-
cient Gavazi inscription: a) Kakheti-Hereti king Kvirike III the Great; b) Kvirike
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III’s co-regent king Sahla; and c) lovane the builder.

2. The ancient Gavazi inscription and the history of the Tavsminda Giorgi
Church: a) The construction of the church; b) The beseeching inscription of 1026
(?) with the mention of Giorgi; and c) The significance of the Darbazovani archi-
tectural complex.

Korneli Kekelidze Georgian National
Centre of Manuscripts
temojojua2008@gmail.com Temo Jojua
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